
I N V E S T M E N T  A N D  T H E  D I G I T A L  E C O N O M Y

W O R L D  
I N V E S T M E N T  

R E P O R T

Richard Bolwijn

Head, Investment Research Branch

Investment and Enterprise Division

UNCTAD

2017



Global FDI down 2% in 2016, but forward projections cautiously optimistic

FDI inflows, global and by group of economies, 2005–2016, and projections, 2017–2018 

(Billions of dollars and per cent)

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17
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UNCTAD has launched a new Top 100 of Digital MNEs

The architecture of the digital economy

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17



4

Digital technologies will change international production in all industries, 

across global supply chains 

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17
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Industries impacted by digital are often highly regulated

Top 10 industries affected by digitalization and by FDI restrictions

Per cent

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17
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Digital development strategies often lack an investment dimension

The investment dimension in digital development strategies, by objective

Results of survey of 102 strategies (Per cent)

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17

Less than a quarter of strategies contains concrete projections for infrastructure 

investment needs, and hardly any strategy discusses investment beyond infrastructure
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To stimulate investment, most digital development strategies focus on the 

creation of a conducive regulatory framework

Policies to promote private investment proposed in digital development strategies, by objective

Percentage of strategies (limited to strategies that acknowledge the need for private investment)

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17
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Investment Promotion Agencies are often not involved in the formulation of 

national digital development strategies

IPAs involved in the formulation of digital development strategies

Percentage of responses

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17
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Digital development strategies should consider infrastructure, digital 

industries, and digital adoption across all industries

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17
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In most developing regions, infrastructure investments in basic 

connectivity have largely been made…

Internet adoption and connectivity gaps, by region

Percentage of population using or connected to mobile broadband

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17

Additional investment needs are mostly for capacity upgrades
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…as a result, remaining investment needs for connectivity appear limited

Estimated investment costs of universal connectivity

Range estimates ($ billion)

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17

Investment plans in digital development strategies should look beyond infrastructure
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Policy determinants for investment in digital infrastructure

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17

SUMMARY
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Policy determinants for investment in digital industries

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17

SUMMARY
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Policy determinants for investment in wider adoption of digital technologies

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17

SUMMARY
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Policy framework for investment in the digital economy

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17
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Policymakers: “improve the world, start with yourself”  eGovernment 

Information portals for businesses and investors, by share of quality criteria met

Per cent

Source: © UNCTAD WIR17

Level of quality

(Share of criteria met)

Number of countries

(Out of 104 countries with information portals not based on UNCTAD’s eRegulations)

High 

quality

Low 

quality

Go to GER.CO to check how your country’s information portal or online 

single window for businesses and investors are rated!
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